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Dear-Acting Administiator Perdlasepe:

We are writing today 10 ask von 1o reverse the decision recently announced by the Environmental
Protection Agency (HPA) not 1o finalize or seek peer veview forthe f)m‘:i Mw%xammm of Ground Water
Contamination Mear Pavillion, Wyvoming.! '

Seience plays a vital rale in the EPA s mission. The EPA’s é@giéiam o drap it investigation of water .
contamination in Pavillion. WY, and the lack of transparency about the reasons for this decision, raise .
troubling questions about the EPA s current approach toscientific standards and independent scientific
research. The press release announicing the su@pmsm of the investigation created confusion with the
seemingly contradictory statements that “EPA stands behind jts work and data...” but yet, “the agency
{does noth plan to relvupon the cwciuazi}m in wm dm% mnﬁm 4 his mmuwm has led to wide
speculation about the MW of'this df*m%mm

Smndwﬂa of scientific imegriaydﬁmand m: im EW«. publicly clarify the déci@immmkirzg nroeess that
led it to suspend work on this draft report. The EPA’s recent actions regarding this report seem 1o be in
dirget wnﬂm with aspects.of its own Scientific | n*egmw Policy, in particular those policies related to
transparency.” Given that the EPA stands behind the work done in the study, irmust provide justification
for fts decision not to vcz%a upu.m the mn Eusmm mf its mm m:mmzm o ‘

As you mmw the EPAis cwmntw in thﬂ» pmcm«; of mmﬁum% the fistever omprehonsive study of the
potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water. The EPA's decision not to finalize its
investigationin Pawihm W“Y seems at-odds with the goals of this @md}f as do its decisions last vear o ,
back off its water contamination investigation in Parker County. TX." and to cease investigation of water,
contamination in Dimock, PAY. The EPA’s dec ion to dmp these mwa‘zzgaﬂmx creates aworrving ‘
patterm an the BPA mmmgm work on hydraulic fracturing.

Ina 2012 opsed defending the Pavi !mn study. then-Regional Administrator Jim Martin wrote, “The
residents deserve amswers to their guestions. :md EPA will continue 1o use the best scientific processto |
;
determine the facts,"™ This statement is no ies rue today, and the EPA must follow through on that
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- promise. The people of Pav'ihzm. WY and ﬂw afumrmm pmb%zc mmz mw wmmﬁmw that Zm EPA
 fulfill its mission, which includes ensuring that “all Americansare protected from significant risks to
human health and the environment where they iwe@ learn and wm*k " and that “national efforts to reduce
environmental risk are based on the best aval lable %wmzm iz“;mrmmz{w T With this goal in mind, we
respeotfully reguest that the EPA 3 rev mrae its r:i%c:i&;mn am mme forward with wark o tmm e and peer
r"m’mw zm E*m THon st km : :

, ::Zim’:m"eiy,

éirim:x \mnﬁ”zk

Sinfl Seientist ,
MNamrel Resources Detense Lwnezi :

Ceor Glenn Pavlson, PA.D. Selence Advisortothe EPA Administinior
Shaun McGrath. EPA Regmmi Admmmm orfirBegion 8
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